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Traversing through all the different roads we have in Auroville, the question: "What’s material
for road building?" has popped up in my mind a lot, so I decided to research and write this
article. “Best” can mean many different things in this situation, like weather resistance, cost,
maintenance needs, permeability, friction or safety, ease of use and environmental impact, I
want to cover everything, with a focus on the last one, hopefully we can have a good idea
on what roads we should keep building or start building for a progressive and sustainable
future.

Dirt roads are what every single city has started on and Auroville is obviously no exception.
They can sometimes be reinforced with gravel or rubble and are quite easy to turn pot-hole
filled if under heavy rain or traffic. But just as quickly as the pot-holes come they can go, as
you simply need dirt and rubble to fill them instead of concrete or tar which need to dry or
be watered. Dirt roads don’t always suffer from water damage if there is good water
management in the area as they are very permeable, so water that can stagnate and make
holes simply goes through into the ground. Dirt roads however can get filled with puddles in
the monsoon, as I’m sure every Aurovillian has experienced, or erode making the ground very
uneven, again, depending on how the water is managed. They are tied to that more so than
other roads. Dirt roads are the cheapest of all with pretty much just the maintenance cost
and are the most environmentally friendly as no co2 is released from making them and their
permeability helps groundwater replenishment. Including the safety/friction of the road, like
when they get slippery from mud and the ease of use or how nice they are to use, like the
amount of dust or mud splatter. I would give dirt roads a 5/10

Now in Auroville we don’t really have specific roads for specific vehicles, we have dense
networks of dirt pathways for pedestrians and cyclists, but all of our other roads are fully
mixed use, without lanes for cycles or any sidewalks.
In other cities around the world different materials are used for different things, like in old
towns in France, they tend to keep the old cobbled roads in the city centre and different
select roads and I think it’s great. It forces any drivers going on these roads to drive very
slowly, making them opt for the smoother tar road, and makes it much more pedestrian
friendly. In India hand placing bricks is much cheaper than in the west because labour is
cheaper, so brick roads aren't that expensive to manufacture here. Brick roads are
permeable, allowing water to flow through easily if done right and I think they make a place
look much nicer and more natural than black tar. They’re also less hot to walk on and have
pretty good traction if a vehicle does drive across, preventing them from skidding. 
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On Teacher's Day, I had to teach ATB to the Grace Groupers. I didn't expect them
to be such a large group, and I also didn't expect them to be so loud, which I
quickly realised was wrong. We started by asking them to sit down and quiet
down. We let them choose which game they wanted to play, and they picked
slam-ball. Since there were so many people, I decided to join in and play with
them and I ended up winning.
Next, we played Jurassic Park, where the goal was to cross to the other side
without getting tagged. We played that for about 15 minutes until it was time to
stop. Since there wasn't much time left, we finished the class with a few rounds
of the killer game.
In the afternoon, I had to teach them again, along with another group. However,
since the other group was already playing Werewolf, I didn't need to teach them,
so I joined their game instead.
- Meet

My teachers day experience with Peace group:
Peace can be not so peaceful, sometimes they were restless to do something, or
had a hard time being quiet but when we gave them something to do and had
more patience with them they were more open to listening to us. During the class
with Peace group we all made a story, then we made the story into a play, and
then we acted out the play and in the end we gave them all Chocolates. Overall
it was a fun and enjoyable experience. I wouldn't do it again.
- Raaya

Grace group

Peace group







Future of Education: Online vs. In-Person Learning



On a lighter note, online classes offer a unique blend of convenience and creativity. You
can log in, give a nod to your presence, and then sneak in a quick nap while the lecture is
on.
And the ultimate power move: muting your teacher if their lecture starts to feel more like a
lullaby than a lesson!

In-person

Interaction: Interaction is the most important part in which student learns to engage with
the topic in real time. Discussions with peers can lead to more exploration of the topic in
depth. The direct engagement with the instructor between the teacher and a student is
vital for immediate feedback as well as encouraging emotional understanding.

Completion Rates: Students are more likely to finish the course that they start as there is a
timeline set and strong support given by the teacher. There is a structure in place which
helps the students to reach the goals set for the topic or a course. Often, the lack of
structure results in students struggling to achieve results through self directed learning. 

Motivation: The classroom setting and interaction with peers can significantly boost the
motivation to learn. Solving and thinking collaboratively will encourage students to learn
the material effectively.
Ultimately, the choice is very much dependent on the individual’s learning style and also the 
circumstances e.g geographical location.

Although in-person classes may not offer the luxury of napping or muting your teacher but
you can be a little creative by doodling in your notebook, transforming your boredom into
an art.

In summary, if one has intrinsic motivation and self discipline then online learning is a good
solution
due to its flexibility to learn at your own pace and use technology to master the material. In
contrast, in-person education has the benefits of interactive and collaborative learning
with benefits of real time feedback from the teachers. 
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Editors note: Sorry for publishing so late, we had some
trouble. Hope you enjoyed!
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